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News Release 10-1201- Red Bulb #1
First Red Bulb Appears in Fire Wreath
“Keep the Wreath Green” Holiday Fire Safety Campaign
On December 1, Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department kicked off the “Keep the Wreath Green” holiday fire safety campaign. Today a green bulb will be replaced with a red bulb in each wreath representing a residential fire that occurred on Wednesday, December 1.

Red Bulb #1- On Wednesday, December 1 at 8:13 p.m. a fire was reported in the 3700 block of W. Cervantes St. When firefighters arrived they found a working fire in the home that was starting to spread throughout the house. The fire, declared out at 8:57 p.m., caused major damage to one room and heavy smoke and heat damage throughout the rest of the home. The American Red Cross was called to assist the two adults who were at home at the time of the fire. The cause of the fire was determined to have been from a fire in the fireplace that was allowed to spread to nearby combustible materials. Firefighters from West Pensacola, Osceola, Myrtle Grove, Brent and Warrington responded to the scene. 
Escambia County Fire Rescue would also like to remind everyone to be safe while staying warm and offers a few safety tips involving fireplaces and wood stoves:

· Have your chimney or wood stove inspected and cleaned annually by a certified chimney specialist.
· Clear the area around the hearth of debris, decorations and flammable materials.
· Leave glass doors open while burning a fire. Leaving the doors open ensures that the fire receives enough air to ensure complete combustion and keeps creosote from building up in the chimney.
· Close glass doors when the fire is out to keep air from the chimney opening from getting into the room. Most glass fireplace doors have a metal mesh screen which should be closed when the glass doors are open. This mesh screen helps keep embers from getting out of the fireplace area.
· Always use a metal mesh screen with fireplaces that do not have a glass fireplace door.
· Install stovepipe thermometers to help monitor flue temperatures.
· Keep air inlets on wood stoves open, and never restrict air supply to fireplaces. Otherwise you may cause creosote buildup that could lead to a chimney fire.
· Use fire-resistant materials on walls around wood stoves.
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Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department will continue the “Keep the Wreath Green” fire safety campaign throughout the holiday season. This year, the seventh year of the campaign, five-foot wreaths will be on display at 30 different locations throughout the holiday season. These sites are the Old Escambia County Courthouse on Palafox Place, the Public Safety Building on W Street, the Central Office Complex on West Park Place, all 18 primary county fire stations, seven stations within the City of Pensacola, Cordova Mall and one mobile display. Every time firefighters respond to a residential fire a green light bulb will be replaced with a red one to remind citizens of the dangers posed by holiday decorations. 

To help citizens stay safe and “keep the wreath green”; Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department have daily holiday safety tips. The tips for December 2 and 3 are: 

Dec. 2 
Use candles with care this holiday season. Candles should be kept at least one foot away from anything combustible and placed on a sturdy holder, away from the reach of children and pets. They should be extinguished prior to you going to bed and never left unattended.

Dec. 3
Live trees should be tested for freshness prior to purchase. If many needles fall off, either in your hand or on the ground, the tree is probably already dried out. Also, in a fresh tree, the needles are pliable and don’t break easily and the trunk is sticky to the touch. Dried out trees pose a greater fire hazard.

Escambia County Fire-Rescue encourages everyone to have a safe and happy holiday season. If you have additional questions regarding fire safety or “Keep the Wreath Green”, please contact Lt. Daniel Akerman at (850) 393-0672.
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