
ESCAMBIA COUNTY 
FLORIDA 

 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

 
Outside Legal Counsel for Oil Spill Related Issues 

 
SPECIFICATION NUMBER PD 10-11.018 

PROPOSALS WILL BE RECEIVED UNTIL: 4:00 p.m. CDT, Tuesday, March 15, 2011 
 

Office of Purchasing, Room 11.101 
213 Palafox Place, Pensacola, FL 32502 

Matt Langley Bell III Building 
Post Office Box 1591 

Pensacola, FL 32591-1591 
 

Board of County Commissioners 
 

Kevin W. White, Chairman 
 Wilson Robertson, Vice Chairman 

Grover Robinson, IV  
Gene Valentino 
Marie Young 

   
 

 
From: 

Claudia Simmons 
Purchasing Manager 

 
Procurement Assistance: Technical Assistance: 
Claudia Simmons, CPPO, Manager Alison Rogers 
Office of Purchasing County Attorney 
2nd Floor, Matt Langley Bell, III Building 221 Palafox Place 
213 Palafox Place, Room 11.101 4th Floor, Rm. 430 
Pensacola, FL  32502 Pensacola, FL 32502 
(850) 595-4987 Tel:  (850) 595-4970 
Fax: (850) 595-4805  

 
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS: 

Any person requiring special accommodations to attend or participate, pursuant to the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, should call the Office of Purchasing, (850) 595-4980 at 
least five (5) working days prior to the solicitation opening.  If you are hearing or 
speech impaired, please contact the Office of Purchasing at (850) 595-4684 (TTY). 
 

NOTICE 
It is the specific legislative intent of the Board of County Commissioners that NO 
CONTRACT under this solicitation shall be formed between Escambia County and the 
awardee vendor until such time as the contract is executed by the last party to the 
transaction. 



ESCAMBIA COUNTY FLORIDA 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
PROPOSER'S CHECKLIST 

Outside Legal Counsel for Oil Spill Related Issues 
SPECIFICATION PD 10-11.018 

 
• HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR PROPOSAL 
 
PLEASE REVIEW THIS DOCUMENT CAREFULLY. OFFERS THAT ARE ACCEPTED BY THE COUNTY ARE 
BINDING CONTRACTS.  INCOMPLETE PROPOSALS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE. ALL DOCUMENTS AND 
SUBMITTALS SHALL BE RECEIVED BY THE OFFICE OF PURCHASING ON OR BEFORE DATE AND HOUR FOR 
SPECIFIED FOR RECEIPT. LATE PROPOSALS WILL BE RETURNED UNOPENED. 
 
* Documents submitted with Proposal are to be on the forms provided in the Request for Proposals and photocopies of  
 other required documents 
 
THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS SHALL BE RETURNED WITH PROPOSAL: 
• SOLICITATION, OFFER AND AWARD FORM (IN DUPLICATE WITH ORIGINAL SIGNATURE) 
• COST PROPOSAL (IN DUPLICATE WITH ORIGINAL SIGNATURE) 
 
THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE RETURNED WITH PROPOSAL 
• SWORN STATEMENT PUSUANT TO SECTION 287.133 (3)(A), FLORIDA STATUTES, ON ENTITY CRIMES 
• DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE FORM 
• INFORMATION SHEET FOR TRANSACTIONS AND CONVEYANCES CORPORATE 
• IDENTIFICATION 
• CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY TO DO BUSINESS FROM THE STATE OF FLORIDA 
• OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE 
• FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION – LICENSE(S),  
 CERTIFICATION(S), AND/OR REGISTRATION(S) 
• CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY 
• WRITTEN OPINION OF AN ATTORNEY FROM A FOREIGN STATE AS TO BID PREFERENCES 
• BEFORE YOU SUBMIT YOUR PROPOSAL, HAVE YOU: 
PLACED YOUR PROPOSAL WITH ALL REQUIRED SUBMITTAL ITEMS IN A SEALED ENVELOPE CLEARLY  
MARKED FOR SPECIFICATION NUMBER, PROJECT NAME, NAME OF PROPOSER, AND DUE DATE AND  
TIME OF PROPOSAL RECEIPT? 
 
• THE FOLLOWING SUBMITTALS ARE RETURNED UPON NOTICE OF AWARD: 

 
CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE 
 
• HOW TO SUBMIT A NO PROPOSAL 
 
IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO PROPOSE AT THIS TIME, PLEASE REMOVE THE SOLICITATION, OFFER 
AND AWARD FORM FROM THE PROPOSAL SOLICITATION PACKAGE AND ENTER NO PROPOSAL IN 
THE "REASON FOR NO PROPOSAL" BLOCK, YOUR COMPANY'S NAME, ADDRESS, SIGNATURE, 
AND RETURN THE SOLICITATION, OFFER AND AWARD FORM IN A SEALED ENVELOPE.  THIS WILL 
ENSURE YOUR COMPANY'S ACTIVE STATUS IN OUR BIDDER'S LIST. 
 

THIS FORM IS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE TO ASSIST IN FILLING 
OUT YOUR PROPOSAL ONLY. 

DO NOT RETURN WITH YOUR PROPOSAL



 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL UNIFORM CONTRACT FORMAT 

 
 
• Request for Proposals - Title Page 
• Proposers Checklist 
• Table of Contents 
• Solicitation, Offer and Award Form 
• Sworn Statement Pursuant to Section 287.133 (3)(a), Florida Statutes, on Entity Crimes 
• Drug-Free Workplace Form 
• Information Sheet for Transactions and Conveyances and Corporate Identification 
• General Terms and Conditions (By Reference) 
• Special Terms and Conditions (Include Indemnification, Safety and Insurance) 
• Request for Proposals Response Format. 
 
 
Part A Summary 
 
 
Part I General Information 
1-1 Purpose 
1-2 Objective 
1-3 Requirements 
1-4  Issuing Officer 
1-5                     Contract Consideration 
1-6 Rejection 
1-7 Inquiries 
1-8 Addenda 
1-9 Schedule 
1-10 Proposal Content and Signature 
1-11 Disclosures 
1-12 Method of Payment 
 
 
Part II Information Required from Contractors 
2-1 Requirements 
2-2 Cost Proposal 
 
 
Part III Criteria for Selection 
 
 
Part IV Scope of Services 
 (09/03/03) 
 



I certify that this offer is made without prior understanding, agreement, or connection, with any Corporation, firm or 
person submitting an offer for the same materials, supplies, or equipment, and is in all respects fair and without collusion 
or fraud.  I agree to abide by all conditions of this offer and certify that I am authorized to sign this offer for the offeror and 
that the offeror is in compliance with all requirements of the solicitation, including but not limited to certification 
requirements.  In submitting an offer to Escambia County Florida, the offeror agrees that if the offer is accepted, the 
offeror will convey, sell, assign or transfer to Escambia County Florida all rights title and interest in and to all causes of 
action it may now or hereafter acquire under the Anti-trust laws of the United States and the State of Florida for price 
fixing relating to the particular commodities or services purchased or acquired by Escambia County Florida.  At the 
County’s discretion such assignment shall be made and become effective at the time the County tenders final payment to 
the offeror. 

SIGN AND RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR PROPOSAL** 
 
SOLICITATION, OFFER AND AWARD FORM ESCAMBIA COUNTY FLORIDA 
SUBMIT OFFERS TO:  
CLAUDIA SIMMONS, CPPO, Manager  
Office of Purchasing, 2nd Floor, Room 11.101 Request for Proposal 
213 Palafox Place, Pensacola, FL 32502 OUTSIDE LEGAL COUNSEL FOR 
Post Office Box 1591, Pensacola, FL 32597-1591 OIL SPILL RELATED ISSUES. 
Phone No: (850)595-4980 Fax No: (850) 595-4805 Solicitation Number PD 10-11.018 
  

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

SOLICITATION 
MAILING DATE:  February 14, 2011 
PRE-BID/PROPOSAL CONFERENCE:  N/A 
OFFERS WILL BE RECEIVED UNTIL: 4:00 p.m. CDT, March 15, 2011 and may not be withdrawn within  _ 90_ days after such date and time. 

 

POSTING OF SOLICITATION TABULATIONS 
 

Solicitation tabulations with recommended awards will be posted for review by interested parties at the County Office of Purchasing and will remain posted for a period of two (2) business days. 
Failure to file a protest in writing within two (2) business days  after posting of the solicitation tabulation shall constitute a waiver of any protest relating to this solicitation.  All protests must be 
filed with the Office of Purchasing.  They will be handled according to the Escambia County Purchasing Ordinance. 
__________________________________________________________________  
         OFFER  (SHALL BE COMPLETED BY OFFEROR) 
FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER OR S.S. NUMBER: TERMS OF PAYMENT:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________ 

DELIVERY DATE WILL BE______DAYS AFTER RECIEPT OF PURCHASE ORDER. 
 
VENDOR NAME:____________________________________________________  REASON FOR NO OFFER: 
ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________ 
CITY, ST. & ZIP:____________________________________________________ 
PHONE NO.: (_____)_________________________________________________  BID BOND ATTACHED $____________ 
TOLL FREE NO.: (______)____________________________________________ 
FAX NO.: (_____)____________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________ 
  NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON AUTHORIZED TO SIGN OFFER 
 
 (TYPED OR PRINTED) 
 
 
  **________________________________________________________ 
   SIGNATURE OF PERSON AUTHORIZED TO SIGN OFFER 
  (MANUAL) 
 
**  Failure to execute this Form binding the bidder/proposer's offer shall result in this bid/proposal being rejected as non-responsive. __________________________________________________________________ 

AWARD 
Upon certification of award the contract shall be signed by the President or Vice-President.  Any other officer shall have permission to sign via a resolution approved by the Board of 
Directors on behalf of the company.  Awarded contractor shall submit a copy of the resolution together with the executed contract to the Office of Purchasing.  The terms and 
conditions of this solicitation and the bid response of the awarded contractor is incorporated by reference herein and made a part of this contract. 
 
FIRM ESCAMBIA COUNTY FLORIDA 
 
Name and Title of Signer (Type or Print) Name and Title of Signer (Type or Print) 
_______________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Contractor By______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________ County Administrator   Date 
 
By_____________________________________________________________________________ WITNESS  _______________________________________________________________ 
 Signature of Person Authorized to Sign Date           Date 
 
ATTEST:_______________________________________________________________________  WITNESS  _______________________________________________________________ 
 Corporate Secretary Date      Date 
 
 [CORPORATE SEAL] 
 
ATTEST:_______________________________________________________________________ Awarded Date_____________________________________________________________ 
 Witness Date 
 
ATTEST:_______________________________________________________________________ Effective Date_____________________________________________________________ 
 Witness Date 



 
 

SWORN STATEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 287.133(3)(a),  FLORIDA STATUTES, ON ENTITY 
CRIMES 

 
1. This sworn statement is submitted to        
      (print name of the public entity) 
 
 by            
      (print individual's name and title) 
 
 for            
      (print name of entity submitting sworn statement) 
  
 whose business address is 
 
             
             
  
 and (if applicable) its Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN) is: 
    ________________ 
 
 (If the entity has no FEIN, include the Social Security Number of the Individual  
 signing this sworn statement:          
 
2. I understand that a "public entity crime" as defined in Paragraph 287.133(1)(g), Florida Statutes, means a 

violation of any state or federal law by a person with respect to and directly related to the transaction of 
business with any public entity or with an agency or political subdivision of any other state or of the United 
States, including, but not limited to, any bid or contract for goods or services to be provided to any public entity 
or an agency or political subdivision or any other state or of the United States and involving antitrust, fraud, 
theft, bribery, collusion, racketeering, conspiracy, or material misrepresentation. 

 
3. I understand that "convicted" or "conviction" as defined in Paragraph 287.133(1)(b), Florida Statutes, means a 

finding of guilt or a conviction of a public entity crime, with or without an adjudication of guilt, in any federal 
or state trial court of record relating to charges brought by indictment or information after July 1, 1989, as a 
result of jury verdict, nonjury trial, or entry of a plea of guilty or nolo contendere. 

 
4. I understand that an "affiliate" as defined in Paragraph 287.133(1)(a), FloridaStatutes, means: 
 

a. A predecessor or successor of a person convicted of a public entity crime; or 
b. An entity under the control  any natural person who is active in the management of the entity and who 

has been convicted of a public entity crime.  The term "affiliate" includes those officers, directors, 
executives, partners, shareholders, employees, members, and agents who are active in the management 
of an affiliate.  The ownership by one person of shares constituting a controlling interest in another 
person or a pooling of equipment or income among persons when not for fair market value under an 
arm's length agreement, shall be a prima facie case that one person controls another person.  A person 
who knowingly enters into a joint venture with a person who has been convicted of a public entity 
crime in Florida during the preceding 36 months shall be considered an affiliate. 

c.  I understand that a "person" as defined in Paragraph 287.133(1)(e), Florida Statutes, means any 
natural person or entity organized under the laws of any state or of the United States with the legal 
power to enter into binding contract and which bids or applies to bid on contracts for the provision of 
goods or services let by a public entity, or which otherwise transacts or applies to transact business 
with a public entity.  The term "person" includes those officers, directors, executives, partners, 
shareholders, employees, members, and agents who are active in management of an entity. 

d.  Based on information and belief, the statement, which I have marked below, is true in relation to the 
entity submitting this sworn statement.  (indicate which statement applies.) 

 
 Neither the entity submitting this sworn statement, nor any of its officers, directors,  executives, partners, 

shareholders, employees, members, or agents who are active  in the management of the entity, nor any 
affiliate of the entity has been charged with  and convicted of a public entity crime subsequent to July 1, 
1989. 

 



 
 The entity submitting this sworn statement, or one or more of its officers, directors,  executives, partners, 

shareholders, employees, members, or agents who are active  in the management of the entity, or an affiliate of 
the entity has been charged with and convicted of a public entity crime subsequent to July 1, 1989. 

 
 The entity submitting this sworn statement, or one or more of its officers, directors,  executives, partners, 

shareholders, employees, members, or agents who are active in  the management of the entity, or an affiliate of 
the entity has been charged with and  convicted of a public entity crime subsequent to July 1, 1989.  However, 
there has  been a subsequent proceeding before a Hearing Officer of the State of Florida,  Division of 
Administrative Hearings and the Final Order entered by the Hearing  Officer determined that it was not in the 
public interest to place the entity  submitting this sworn statement on the convicted vendor list. (attach a copy 
of the   final order). 

 
I UNDERSTAND THAT THE SUBMISSION OF THIS FORM TO THE CONTRACTING OFFICER 
FOR THE PUBLIC ENTITY IDENTIFIED IN PARAGRAPH 1 (ONE) ABOVE IS FOR THAT 
PUBLIC ENTITY ONLY AND, THAT THIS FORM IS VALID THOROUGH DECEMBER 31 OF 
THE CALENDAR YEAR IN WHICH IT IS FILED.  I ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT I AM 
REQUIRED TO INFORM THE PUBLIC ENTITY PRIOR TO ENTERING INTO A CONTRACT IN 
EXCESS OF THE THRESHOLD AMOUNT PROVIDED IN SECTION 287.017, FLORIDA 
STATUTES FOR CATEGORY TWO OF ANY CHANGE IN THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN 
THIS FORM. 
              
          (signature) 
 
Sworn to an subscribed before me this   day of    , 20   
 
Personally known             
OR produced identification    Notary Public - State of    
 
       My commission expires    
 (Type of identification) 
              

 (Printed typed or stamped commissioned name of notary public)



 
Drug-Free Workplace Form 

 
The undersigned vendor, in accordance with Florida Statute 287.087 hereby certifies that 
_________________________________does: 

Name of Business 
 
1. Publish a statement notifying employees that the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, 

possession, or use of a controlled substance is prohibited in the workplace and specifying the 
actions that will be taken against employees for violations of such prohibition. 

 
2. Inform employees about the dangers of drug abuse in the workplace, the business's policy of 

maintaining a drug-free workplace, any available drug counseling, rehabilitation, employee 
assistance programs and the penalties that may be imposed upon employees for drug abuse 
violations. 

 
3. Give each employee engaged in providing the commodities or contractual services that are under 

bid a copy of the statement specified in Paragraph 1. 
 
4. In the statement specified in Paragraph 1, notify the employees that, as a condition of working on 

the commodities or contractual services that are under bid, the employee will abide by the terms 
of the statement and will notify the employer of any conviction of, or plea of guilty or nolo 
contendere to, any violation of Chapter 893 or of any controlled substance law of the United 
States or any state, for a violation occurring in the workplace no later than five (5) days after such 
conviction. 

 
5. Impose a sanction on, or require the satisfactory participation in a drug assistance or rehabilitation 

program if such is available in the employee's community, by any employee who is so convicted. 
 
6. Make a good faith effort to continue to maintain a drug-free workplace through implementation 

of Paragraphs 1 through 5. 
 
Check one: 
 
________ As the person authorized to sign this statement, I certify that this firm complies fully with 

above requirements. 
 
________ As the person authorized to sign this statement, this firm does not comply fully with the 

above requirements. 
 

_________________________________ 
Offeror's Signature 

 
    _________________________________ 

      Date



Information Sheet 
for Transactions and Conveyances 

Corporation Identification 
 
The following information will be provided to the Escambia County Legal Department for 
incorporation in legal documents.  It is, therefore, vital all information is accurate and complete.  
Please be certain all spelling, capitalization, etc. is exactly as registered with the state or federal 
government. 
 

 (Please Circle One) 
Is this a Florida Corporation: Yes or No 
 
If not a Florida Corporation, 

In what state was it created:  __________________________________ 
Name as spelled in that State:  __________________________________ 

 
What kind of corporation is it:   "For Profit" or "Not for Profit" 
 
Is it in good standing: Yes or No 
 
Authorized to transact business 
in Florida: Yes or No 
 
State of Florida Department of State Certificate of Authority Document 
No.:_______________________ 
 
Does it use a registered fictitious name:  Yes or No 
 
Names of Officers: 

President:_______________________________Secretary:________________________ 
 
Vice President:___________________________Treasurer:________________________ 
 
Director:________________________________Director:_________________________ 
 
Other:__________________________________Other:___________________________ 

 
Name of Corporation (As used in Florida): 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 (Spelled exactly as it is registered with the state or federal government) 
 

Corporate Address: 
 

Post Office Box: _____________________________________ 
City, State Zip: _____________________________________ 
Street Address: _____________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: _____________________________________ 

 
 (Please provide post office box and street address for mail and/or express delivery; also for recorded 
 instruments involving land) 
 
 (Please continue and complete page 2) 



Page 2 of 2 
Corporate Identification 
 
 
Federal Identification Number:____________________________________ 
 (For all instruments to be recorded, taxpayer's identification is needed) 
 
Contact person for Company:_______________________________E-mail:     
 
Telephone Number:       Facsimile Number:     
 
Name of individual who will sign the instrument on behalf of the company: 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Upon Certification of Award, Contract shall be signed by the President or Vice-President.  Any other 
officer shall have permission to sign via a resolution approved by the Board of Directors on behalf of the 
company.  Awarded contractor shall submit a copy of the resolution together with the executed contract to 
the Office of Purchasing) 
 
 (Spelled exactly as it would appear on the instrument) 
 
 
Title of the individual named above who will sign on behalf of the company: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

END 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

(850) 488-9000 Verified by:__________________ Date:______________



ESCAMBIA COUNTY , FLORIDA GENERAL TERMS and CONDITIONS 
 

The following General Terms and Conditions are incorporated by reference and have the same 
legal effect as if printed in its entirety. 

 
A full textual copy of these conditions may be obtained by visiting the Office of Purchasing Home Page (see 
Bid Information), by telephoning the Office of Purchasing at (850) 595-4980 or by Fax at (850) 595-4805. 
 
NOTE: Any and all Special Terms and Conditions and specifications referenced within the solicitation which 
vary from these General Terms and Conditions shall have precedence.  Submission of the Solicitation, Offer 
and Award Form and Bid/Proposal Form(s) in accordance with these General Terms and Conditions and  
Special Terms and Conditions constitutes an offer from the offeror.  If any or all parts of the offer are 
accepted by Escambia County Florida, an authorized representative of the county shall affix his signature 
hereto, and this shall then constitute a written agreement between parties.  The conditions incorporated herein 
become a part of the written agreement between the parties. 
 
Bid Information See Home Page URL:  http://www.myescambia.com  
Click on ON-LINE SOLICITATIONS 
 
1.         Sealed Solicitations 
2.         Execution of Solicitation 
3.         No Offer  
4.         Solicitation Opening 
5.         Prices, Terms and Payment 
            5.01 Taxes 
            5.02 Discounts 

    5.03 Mistakes 
            5.04 Condition and Packaging 
            5.05 Safety Standards 
            5.06 Invoicing and Payment 
            5.07 Annual Appropriations 
6.         Additional Terms and Conditions 
7.         Manufacturers’ Name and Approved Equivalents 
8.         Interpretations/Disputes 
9.         Conflict of Interest 
 9.01 County Procedure on Acceptance of Gifts 
 9.02 Contractors Required to Disclose any Gift Giving 
 9.03 Gratuities  
10.       Awards 
11.       Nonconformance to Contract Conditions 
12.       Inspection, Acceptance and Title 
13.       Governmental Restrictions 
14.       Legal Requirements 
15.       Patents and Royalties 
16.       Price Adjustments 
17.       Cancellation 
18.       Abnormal Quantities 
19.       Advertising 
20.       Assignment 
21.       Liability 
22.       Facilities 
23.       Distribution of Certification of Contract 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ESCAMBIA COUNTY , FLORIDA GENERAL TERMS and CONDITIONS 
The  following General Terms and Conditions are incorporated by reference (continued). 

 
24.        The Successful Bidder(s) must Provide 
25.        Addition/deletion of Items  
26.        Ordering Instructions 
27.        Public Records 
28.        Delivery 
29.        Samples 
30.        Additional Quantities 
31.        Service and Warranty 
32.        Default 
33.        Equal Employment Opportunity 
34.        Florida Preference 
35.        Contractor Personnel 
36.        Award 
37.        Uniform Commercial Code 
38.        Contractual Agreement 
39.        Payment Terms/Discounts 
40.        Improper Invoice; Resolution of Disputes 
41.        Public Entity Crimes 
42.        Suspended and Debarred Vendors 
43.        Drug-Free Workplace Form 
44.        Information Sheet for Transactions and Conveyances 
45.        Copies 
46.        License and Certifications - For access to Certification/Registration Form for doing Business in 

Florida go to the Department of State, Division of Corporations, 
URL:http://ccfcorp.dos.state.fl.us/corpweb/inquiry/search.html 

47.        Execution of Contract 
48.        Purchase Order  
49. No Contingent Fees 
50. Solicitation Expenses 
51. On-Line Auction Services 

 



SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 

The Board of County Commissioners, Escambia County, Florida, invites your company to submit a sealed 
offer on the item(s) as listed in this solicitation request. 
 
All terms and conditions below are a part of this request, and no offer will be accepted unless all these  
conditions have been complied with.  The County reserves the right to waive informalities in any offer;  
to reject any or all offers, in whole or in part, and/or to accept the offer(s) that in its judgment is from the  
lowest and most responsible and responsive offeror(s) 
 

Instructions to Offerors 
 

General Information 
 
All offers to be considered shall be in the possession of the Office of Purchasing prior to the time of the 
solicitation closing.  Offers may be mailed to 213 Palafox Place, Room 11.101, Pensacola, Florida 32502 or 
delivered to the Office of Purchasing, 2nd floor, Room 11.101, Matt Langley Bell, III Bldg., 213 Palafox 
Place, Pensacola, Florida 32502, in a sealed envelope clearly marked: 
 

Specification Number PD 10-11.018, “Outside Legal Counsel for Oil Spill Related Issues”,   
Name of Submitting Firm, Time and Date due. 
 
NOTE:  If you are using a courier service; Federal Express, Airborne, UPS, etc., you must 

mark  airbill and envelope or box with Specification Number and Project Name. 
 
Regardless of the method of delivery, each offeror shall be responsible for his offer(s) being delivered on 
time as the County assumes no responsibility for same.  Offers offered or received after the time set for 
solicitation closing will be rejected and returned unopened to the offeror(s). 
 
County Insurance Required 
 
The contractor shall procure and maintain the following described insurance, except for coverages 
specifically waived by the County.  Such policies shall be from insurers with a minimum financial size of 
VII according to the latest edition of AM Best Rating Guide.  An A or better Best Rating is "preferred"; 
however, other ratings if "Secure Best Ratings" may be considered.  Such policies shall provide coverages 
for any or all claims which may arise out of, or result from, the services, work and operations carried out 
pursuant to and under the requirements of the contract documents, whether such services, work and 
operations be by the contractor, its employees, or by subcontractor(s), or anyone employed by or under 
the supervision of any of them, or for whose acts any of them may be legally liable. 
 
The contractor shall require, and shall be responsible for assuring throughout the time the agreement is in 
effect, that any and all of its subcontractors obtain and maintain until the completion of that 
subcontractor’s work, such of the insurance coverages described herein as are required by law to be 
provided on behalf of their employees and others. 
 
The required insurance shall be obtained and written for not less than the limits of liability specified 
hereinafter, or as required by law, whichever is greater. 
 
These insurance requirements shall not limit the liability of the contractor.  
 
The County does not represent these types or amounts of insurance to be sufficient or adequate to protect 
the contractor’s interests or liabilities, but are merely minimums. 
 
Except for workers compensation and professional liability, the contractor’s insurance policies shall be 
endorsed to name Escambia County as an additional insured to the extent of its interests arising from this 
agreement, contract or lease. 



 
The contractor waives its right of recovery against the County, to the extent permitted by its insurance 
policies. 
 
The contractor’s deductibles/self-insured retentions shall be disclosed to the County and may be 
disapproved by the County.  They shall be reduced or eliminated at the option of the County.  The 
contractor is responsible for the amount of any deductible or self-insured retention. 
 
Insurance required of the contractor or any other insurance of the contractor shall be considered primary, 
and insurance of the county, if any, shall be considered excess, as may be applicable to claims obligations 
which arise out of this agreement, contract or lease. 
 
Workers Compensation Coverage 
The contractor shall purchase and maintain workers compensation insurance for all workers compensation 
obligations imposed by state law and with employers liability limits of at least $100,000 each accident 
and $100,000 each employee/$500,000 policy limit for disease, or a valid certificate of exemption issued 
by the state of Florida, or an affidavit in accordance with the provisions of Florida Workers 
Compensation law. 
 
Contractor shall also purchase any other coverages required by law for the benefit of employees. 
 
General, Automobile and Excess or Umbrella Liability Coverage 
The contractor shall purchase and maintain coverage on forms no more restrictive than the latest editions 
of the commercial general liability and business auto policies of the insurance services office. 
 
Minimum limits of $1,000,000 per occurrence for all liability must be provided, with excess or umbrella 
insurance making up the difference, if any, between the policy limits of underlying policies (including 
employers liability required in the workers compensation coverage section) and the total amount of 
coverage required. 
 
General Liability Coverage - Occurrence Form Required 
Coverage A shall include bodily injury and property damage liability for premises, operations, products 
and completed operations, independent contractors, contractual liability covering this agreement, contract 
or lease, broad form property damage coverages, and property damage resulting from explosion, collapse 
or underground (x,c,u) exposures. 
 
Coverage B shall include personal injury. 
 
Coverage C, medical payments, is not required. 
 
The contractor is required to continue to purchase products and completed operations coverage, at least to 
satisfy this agreement, contract or lease, for a minimum of three years beyond the County’s acceptance of 
renovation or construction projects. 
 
Business Auto Liability Coverage 
Business auto liability coverage is to include bodily injury and property damage arising out of ownership, 
maintenance or use of any auto, including owned, nonowned and hired automobiles and employee 
nonownership use. 
 
Excess or Umbrella Liability Coverage 
Umbrella liability insurance is preferred, but an excess liability equivalent may be allowed.  Whichever 
type of coverage is provided, it shall not be more restrictive than the underlying insurance policy 
coverages.  Umbrella coverage shall drop down to provide coverage where the underlying limits are 
exhausted. 
 
 



Endorsements/Additional Insurance 
The County may require the following endorsements or additional types of insurance. 
 
Professional Liability/Malpractice/Errors or Omissions Insurance 
The contractor shall purchase and maintain professional liability or malpractice or errors or omissions 
insurance with minimum limits of $5,000,000 per occurrence. 
 
If a claims made form of coverage is provided, the retroactive date of coverage shall be no later than the 
inception date of claims made coverage, unless the prior policy was extended indefinitely to cover prior acts. 
 
Coverage shall be extended beyond the policy year either by a supplemental extended reporting period (erp) 
of as great duration as available, and with no less coverage and with reinstated aggregate limits, or by 
requiring that any new policy provide a retroactive date no later than the inception date of claims made 
coverage. 
 
Evidence/Certificates of Insurance 
Required insurance shall be documented in certificates of insurance.  If and when required by the County, 
certificates of insurance shall be accompanied by documentation that is acceptable to the County 
establishing that the insurance agent and/or agency issuing the certificate of insurance has been duly 
authorized, in writing, to do so by and on behalf of each insurance company underwriting the insurance 
coverages(s) indicated on each certificate of insurance. 
 
New certificates of insurance are to be provided to the County at least 30 days prior to coverage renewals. 
 Failure of the contractor to provide the County with such renewal certificates may be considered 
justification for the County to terminate this agreement, contract or lease. 
 
Certificates should contain the following additional information: 
 
1. Indicate that Escambia County is an additional insured on the general liability policy. 
 
2. Include a reference to the project and the Office of Purchasing number. 
 
3. Disclose any self-insured retentions in excess of $1,000. 
 
4. Designate Escambia County as the certificate holder as follows: 

Escambia County 
Attention: Claudia Simmons, CPPO, Manager 
Office of Purchasing, 2nd FL, Room 11.101 
P.O. Box 1591  
Pensacola, FL  32591-1591 
Fax (850) 595-4805 

 
5. Indicate that the County shall be notified at least 30 days in advance of cancellation. 
 
Receipt of certificates or other documentation of insurance or policies or copies of policies by the county, 
or by any of its representatives, which indicate less coverage than required does not constitute a waiver of 
the contractor’s obligation to fulfill the insurance requirements herein. 
 
If requested by the County, the contractor shall furnish complete copies of the contractor’s insurance 
policies, forms and endorsements, and/or such additional information with respect to its insurance as may 
be requested. 
 
For commercial general liability coverage the contractor shall, at the option of the County, provide an 
indication of the amount of claims payments or reserves chargeable to the aggregate amount of liability 
coverage.



PART A   SUMMARY 
 
Escambia County, Florida requests proposals from qualified law firms having specialized experience in 
assisting local governmental entities with claims recovery for any and all losses incurred as a result of the 
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Incident that occurred on or about April 20, 2010.  Proposals to serve as special 
counsel should illustrate how your firm may offer complete services to meet the needs of the County and 
potentially other similarly situated public entities.   
  
 
The following policy will apply to all methods of source selection: 
 
Conduct of Participants 
 
After the issuance of any solicitation, all bidders/proposers/protestors or individuals acting on their behalf 
are hereby prohibited from lobbying as defined herein or otherwise attempting to persuade or influence 
any elected County officials, their agents or employees or any member of the relevant selection 
committee at any time during the blackout period as defined herein; provided, however, nothing herein 
shall prohibit bidders/proposers/protestors or individuals acting on their behalf from communicating with 
the purchasing staff concerning a pending solicitation unless otherwise provided for in the solicitation or 
unless otherwise directed by the purchasing manager.   
 
Definitions 
 
Blackout period means the period between the time the bids/proposals for invitations for bid or the 
request for proposal, or qualifications, or information, or requests for letters of interest, or the invitation to 
negotiate, as applicable, are received at the Escambia County Office of Purchasing and the time the Board 
awards the contract and any resulting bid protest is resolved or the solicitation is otherwise canceled.  
  
Lobbying  means the attempt to influence the thinking of elected County officials, their agents or 
employees or any member of the relevant Selection Committee for or against a specific cause related to a 
pending solicitation for goods or services, in person, by mail, by facsimile, by telephone, by electronic 
mail, or by any other means of communication. 
 
Sanctions 
 
The Board may impose any one or more of the following sanctions on a nonemployee for violations of 
the policy set forth herein:  

(a) Rejection/disqualification of submittal  
(b) Termination of contracts; or 
(c) Suspension or debarment as provided in Sec. 46-102 of the Escambia County Code of Ordinances.  
 
This policy is not intended to alter the procedure for Protested Solicitations and Awards as set forth in the 
Sec. 46-101 of the Escambia County Code of Ordinances. 
 
PART I   GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

1-1 PURPOSE 
 

The Board of County Commissioners of Escambia County, Florida is seeking the 
necessary resume of qualifications and fee proposal information and documentation 
to perform due diligence in the review and potential selection of a firm to represent 
Escambia County, Florida with respect to its claims against BP and others from 
uncompensated losses resulting from the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, in the event 
any such legal actions will be required. The determination to retain special 
counsel and the scope of any such retainer has not yet been determined.  



 
1-2 OBJECTIVE 

 
The primary objective of the solicitation is the potential selection of the most 
qualified firm experienced in assisting local governmental entities with claims 
recovery for any and all losses incurred as a result of the Deepwater Horizon 
Oil Spill Incident that occurred on or about April 20, 2010.   

 
 1-3  REQUIREMENTS  
 

1 Proposals submitted will be reviewed by a selection committee composed of 
at least three (3) and up to five (5) members to include the County Administrator (or 
designee) and the Clerk of the Circuit Court (or designee).  The selection committee, 
following review of all proposals, will determine whether to interview firms as part 
of the selection process.  The selection committee may select a short list of up to five 
firms for interviews from which the selection committee will select two qualified 
firms.  The selection committee will negotiate contracts, including fees, with each of 
the two firms.  The selection committee may present the two firms along with their 
contract proposals to the Board of County Commissioners for consideration from 
which the Board may select a firm to serve as special counsel. 
2. The firm must be available to meet with and advise County staff, County 
retained consultants and members of the Board of County Commissioners in 
Escambia County on a periodic basis.  The firm must also be available to appear at 
meetings of the Board of County Commissioners on a periodic basis.  
3. The firm must possess a demonstrated ability, knowledge and expertise 
related to complex litigation, environmental law, oil and gas law and maritime law.  
The firm should also have sufficient depth of talent and experience in all matters 
related to local government law and the representation of local governmental 
entities. 
4. The firm must submit a proposal complying with this Request for Proposal 
and the information, documents, and materials submitted must be complete and 
accurate in all respects.  The County reserves the right to reject any and all proposals 
submitted. 
5. The services solicited through this request have yet to be fully defined, and 
the term of any resulting agreement will be subject to negotiation.  The solicitation 
is intended to be non-binding, and the County reserves the right to withdraw, cancel 
or postpone the solicitation at any time prior to award. 
6. A firm that has been placed on the convicted vendor list following a 
conviction for public entity crime may not submit a proposal to provide legal 
services to a public entity or be awarded or perform work as a subcontractor, or 
consultant under contract with any public entity, and may not transact business with 
any public entity in excess of the threshold amount in §287.017, Florida Statutes, for 
Category Two for a period of 36 months from the date of being placed on the 
convicted vendor list. 
Additionally, a conviction of a Public Entity Crime independently of being placed 
upon the convicted vendor list may cause the rejection of a Proposer based on a 
finding of non-responsibility. 
The County may make inquiries regarding alleged convictions of Public Entity 
Crimes.  The unreasonable failure of a Proposer or offender to promptly supply 
information in connection with an inquiry may be grounds for a determination of 
non-responsibility. 
7. During the term of any awarded contract arising from this solicitation, the 
firm shall not maintain employment with another client if, in its judgment or in the 
judgment of the County Attorney, the exercise of the firm’s independent judgment 
on behalf of the County on any matter directly related to the services described in 
this solicitation will or will be likely to be adversely affected.  During the term of 



any awarded contract the firm shall have a continuing obligation to report any 
potential conflicts to the County Attorney. 
8. No successful proposer may make any assignment of the resulting 
contractual agreements between the parties, in whole or in part, without the prior 
written authorization of the County. 
9. The County will not reimburse Proposers for any costs associated with the 
preparing or submitting of any proposal. 
10. The firm shall not discriminate against any employee or applicant for 
employment because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, handicap or 
marital status.  The firm will take affirmative action to ensure that applicants are 
employed, and that employees are treated fairly during employment without regard 
to their race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, handicap or marital status.  
Such actions shall include, but not be limited to, the following: employment, 
upgrading, demotion, or transfer, recruitment advertising; layoff or termination; 
rates of pay or other forms of compensation; and selection for training, including 
apprenticeship.  The firm agrees to post in conspicuous places, available to 
employees and applicants for employment, notices setting forth the provisions of 
this non-discrimination clause. 

 
1-4 ISSUING OFFICER 

 
The project Director shall be Alison Rogers, County Attorney. The contracting 
agency shall be the Escambia County Board of Commissioners, c/o  the Office of 
Purchasing, P.O. Box 1591, Pensacola, Florida, 32591-1591. 

 
1-5 CONTRACT CONSIDERATION 

                                      
The services solicited through this request have yet to be fully defined, and the term 
of any resulting agreement will be subject to negotiation.  The solicitation is 
intended to be non-binding and the County reserves the right to withdraw, 
cancel or postpone the solicitation at any time prior to award. 

 
1-6 REJECTION 

 
The right is reserved by the Board of County Commissioners to accept or reject any 
or all proposals or to waive any informality, existing in any proposal, or to accept 
the proposal which best serves the interest and intent of this project and is from the 
most responsive and responsible proposer 

 
 
1-7 INQUIRIES 

 
Technical questions regarding this Request for Proposal shall be directed to:  
 
Alison Rogers, County Attorney 
Escambia County Board of Commissioners 
(850) 595-4970 
 
Procurement questions may be directed to: 
 
Claudia Simmons, CPPO, Manager 
Office of Purchasing 
Board of County Commissioners 
Telephone (850) 595-4987   FAX (850) 595-4805 
 
 
 



1-8 ADDENDA 
 

Any changes made in the Request for Proposal shall be brought to the attention of 
all of those who have provided the proper notices of interest in performing the 
services. 
 

 
1-9 SCHEDULE 

 
The following tentative schedule shall be adhered to in so far as practical in all 
actions related to this procurement: 

 
A. Mailing date of proposals…….. Monday, February 14, 2011 

 
B.  Receipt of proposals………...……Tuesday, March 15, 2011  

 
D. Review of proposals………………….…To Be Determined 

 
E.  Board of County Commissioners  
    Approval…………………………..Thursday, April 7, 2011 
 

 
1-10 PROPOSAL CONTENT AND SIGNATURE 

 
Submittal shall consist of One original and one (1) CD containing the submittal with 
all copies having been signed by a company official with the power to bind the 
company in its proposal, and shall be completely responsive to the RFP for 
consideration. 

 
 

1-11 DISCLOSURE 
 

All information submitted in response to this RFP shall become a matter of public 
record, subject to Florida Statutes regarding public disclosure. 

 
 

1-12 METHOD OF PAYMENT 
 

Payment schedule and basis of payment shall be negotiated. 
 
 
 
 
PART II  INFORMATION REQUIRED  
 
 
ALL PROPOSALS SHALL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: TECHNICAL AND COST PROPOSAL 
 

2-1   INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR PROPOSAL 
 

Your proposal should include the following information, which will serve as the 
basis for the evaluation.  Please be complete and clear in all responses to all required 
items. Respond to each item separately beginning each response with the question 
asked. 
1. State the full legal name and organization structure of the firm.  List the 
profile of all attorneys with your firm who have experience with complex litigation, 
environmental law, oil and gas law, maritime law, and local government law.  Please 
include information concerning any expertise relating to claims made pursuant to the 
Oil Pollution Act of 1990, 33 U.S.C. s.2701, et seq.  Response to this section should 



include information as to the length of time your firm has provided such services. 
2. Submit resumes of partners and principals who will be assigned to the 
County engagement.  Response to this section should include the qualifications, 
education, professional background and special training of each attorney and 
indicate the experience each attorney possesses with respect to those areas of 
specialization mentioned above, and any other information deemed relevant to his or 
her ability to handle such matters. 
3. Submit resumes of associates, attorneys of counsel or other staff you 
anticipate assigning to the County engagement. 
4. Submit resumes of any additional outside counsel or other consultants who 
may be retained or assigned to assist you with this engagement. 
5. Submit a statement confirming those attorneys assigned to represent the 
County are in good standing with the Florida Bar. 
6. Submit a statement of the firm’s local availability and degree of accessibility 
to the County. 
7. Describe the general capabilities of your firm including information relating 
to the total size and staffing, research capabilities, ability to procure any necessary 
expert witnesses, and financial resources to provide legal services. 
8. Make an affirmative statement to confirm that the retention of your firm 
would not result in a conflict of interest with any party.  Alternatively, should any 
potential conflict exist, specify the party with which there may be a conflict, the 
nature of the potential conflict and the means proposed to resolve said conflict. 
9. List all governmental entities in Florida with whom your firm has a current 
contractual relationship and briefly describe the nature of the relationship. 
10. Describe any disciplinary action, administrative proceeding, malpractice 
claim or other like proceeding against your firm or any lawyers related thereto, 
whether current or pending, as well as any such action, proceeding or claim 
occurring during the past five years. 
11. Describe the nature and magnitude of any litigation or proceeding whereby, 
during the past five years, a court or any administrative agency has ruled against 
your firm in any matter related to the professional activities of the firm.  Similar 
information should be provided for any current or pending litigation. 
12. Provide the name of your professional liability insurers, the amount of 
coverage provided and the policy number. 
13. Summarize the firm’s ability and qualifications to serve as special counsel 
as described herein.  This response should emphasize the strength of the firm in any 
relevant areas you believe the County should consider in its selection.  
14. Submit a fee proposal for your firm’s services. 

 
2-2 COST PROPOSAL 

 
Proposer’s cost proposals shall include an itemized list of all direct and indirect 
costs associated with the performance of this contract, including, but not limited to, 
total number of hours at various hourly rates, direct expenses, payroll, supplies, 
overhead assigned to each person working on the project, percentage of each 
person’s time devoted to the project, and profit. 

 
PART III CRITERIA FOR SELECTION 
 

Evaluation Criteria 
The selection committee will make its recommendation based upon the following 
criteria although no scoring or ranking system will be used in making the 
recommendation: 

 
A. Technical ability of the firm to perform the required services. 



B. Responsiveness of the proposal in clearly demonstrating an understanding 
of the work to be performed. 

C. Particular emphasis in the selection process will be placed on the 
background, qualifications, experience, and service of the firm’s legal staff. 

D. Accessibility and/or availability to County Legal and Administrative 
personnel for consultation and advice. 

E. The firm’s interview 
F. The firm’s fee proposal. 

 
The selection committee, in its sole discretion, may elect to interview all, any or 
none of the proposers.  Escambia County reserves the right to reject any or all 
proposals submitted.  
 

PART IV  SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 

Provide specialized legal services to assist the County with the pursuit of claims 
arising from damages or losses incurred as a result of the Deepwater Horizon Oil 
Spill. The scope of any such services has not yet been completely determined.  


