Instructions for Escambia County Reef Report Card
Thank you for participating in Escambia County’s Artificial Reef Program! The purpose of the Artificial Reef Program is to provide fishing and diving opportunities to Escambia County residents and visitors via the deployment of artificial (i.e., “manmade”) reef materials in the waters surrounding Escambia County. Artificial Reefs are regulated by US Army Corps of Engineers  and Florida Department of Environmental Protection (for reefs in “state waters”). Various other federal and state agencies (US Coast Guard,  US Environmental Protection Agency, National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration, and Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission) consult with Corps of Engineers and Department of Environmental Protection.
The purpose of the Escambia County Reef Report Card is to obtain information from reef users to assist Escambia County in managing its Artificial Reef Program. The information provided by the Reef Report Card is used to determine reef use patterns and reef user success & satisfaction levels. This information is vital for Escambia County to manage existing artificial reef permits as well as renewing existing permits and applying for new permits from Corps of Engineers and Florida Department of Environmental Protection.
You may want to keep blank copies of the Reef Report Card on your vessel and fill them out while you are at each reef. You may prefer to keep notes and fill out the Report Card upon returning to shore. Please leave blank any items you don’t confidently recall. Regardless of the method, the best information provided yields the best management and permitting results. The information may also be used to communicate fisheries abundance to fisheries managers.
“Reef name”, Reef Materials”, “Artificial or Natural” may be from a published list (http://www.myescambia.com/departments/nesd/Marine-ArtificialReefs.php) or from word-of-mouth. “Private” reefs are those deployed by individual fishers or divers, but do not exclude use by others. “State” waters are within 9 nautical miles from shore, and are delineated on navigational charts as “Natural Resources Boundary”. “Number of Fishers and Divers” are the actual numbers fishing and/or diving on the specific reef (if a person fishes and dives on a single reef, that person would be counted under both categories). “Recreational Fishing” would include any harvest/attempt, including spearfishing. “Fishing time”, “diving time”, and “spearfishing time” are estimated in minutes.  Observations of dolphins (marine mammals) and turtles are preferably reported as numbers (0, 1, 2…) or simply as “yes” or “no”. Fishes harvested are grouped and counted by species (as described in FWC’s Fishing Lines or other reliable publications). Fishes caught and released are also recorded by species. Please provide the reasons for satisfaction levels as well as other comments or suggestions. Please provide a contact phone number, email or mailing address if you are able to provide more detailed information.
Please feel free to submit Reef Report Cards frequently. You may send completed Reef Report Cards via Fax (850-595-4395) or mail to: Marine Resources Division, 1190 West Leonard Street, Pensacola, FL 32501. Your observations, information and opinions are important to Escambia County’s effective management of the Artificial Reef Program. I appreciate your interest and assistance!

Sincerely,

Robert Turpin, Manager

Escambia County Marine Resources Division

rkturpin@co.escambia.fl.us

